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The PalaeoproterozoiceMesoproterozoic transition (w1600 Ma) is a signiﬁcant event in the Earth history
as a global thermal perturbation affected the pre-1600 Ma landmasses. Like other cratonic blocks of the
world, lithospheric thinning, sedimentation, magmatism, metamorphism and crustal melting/anatexis
are associated with this signiﬁcant geological event in the Singhbhum cratonic province of India. This
paper is a review of sedimentological, magmatic and tectono-thermal events in the Singhbhum craton at
w1600 Ma. The Palaeo-Mesoproterozoic sedimentation and volcanism in the Singhbhum craton took
place in a terrestrial intracontinental rift setting. The available geochronological data are indicative of late
Palaeoproterozoic to Neoproterozoic tectono-thermal events in the Chhotanagpur Granite Gneissic
Complex (CGGC), an eastewest trending arcuate belt of granite gneisses, migmatites and metasedi-
mentary rocks. A detailed multidisciplinary geo-scientiﬁc investigation of the Dalma volcanic belt and
the area to its north (Chandil Formation) and further north in CGGC will enable us to constrain the extant
surface processes and crust-mantle interactions, the collision events between the North and South Indian
cratonic blocks, and the position of India in the Columbia supercontinent.
 2013, China University of Geosciences (Beijing) and Peking University. Production and hosting by
Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.1. Introduction
Our perception regarding Precambrian surface processes and
crustal evolution is changing rapidly with increasing accumulation
of observational data from different cratons the world over
(Eriksson, 1995; Reddy and Evans, 2009; Eriksson et al., 2012). The
Precambrian volcano-sedimentary succession of the Singhbhum
craton (Fig. 1A) is one of the few in the world that records sedi-
mentation, volcanism and tectono-thermal events fromnd Environmental Sciences,
SW 2052, Australia. Tel.: þ61
unsw.edu.au (R. Mazumder).
of Geosciences (Beijing)
sevier
sity of Geosciences (Beijing) and PMesoarchaean to Neoproterozoic (Mazumder, 2005; Mazumder
et al., 2012a,b and references therein; Table 1). Mukhopadhyay
(2001) has presented a detailed account of the growth and the
temporal evolution of the Archaean nucleus of Singhbhum
(encompassing various granitoids and the Meso- to Neoarchaean
Iron Ore Group supracrustals). Mazumder (2005) and Mazumder
et al. (2012a,b) have presented an updated synthesis of the Meso-
archaean to Palaeoproterozoic sedimentation, volcanism in the
Singhbhum craton and have highlighted the regional stratigraphic
issues that deserve closer scrutiny.
The PalaeoproterozoiceMesoproterozoic transition (w1600 Ma)
is a signiﬁcant event in Earth history as a global thermal perturba-
tion affecting the pre-1600 Ma landmasses was associated with it
(Condie, 1997; Zhao et al., 2002; Rogers and Santosh, 2002, 2009).
Lithospheric thinning, sedimentation, and crustal melting/anatexis
took place in most major cratonic provinces including Singhbhum
during this transition (Roy et al., 2002a; Mazumder, 2003, 2005;
Zhao et al., 2002 and references therein). Although efforts have been
made by earlier researchers to understand various geological
aspects of the late Palaeoproterozoic to Mesoproterozoic supra-
crustals of the Singhbhum (Yellur, 1977; Bhattacharya and Dasgupta,eking University. Production and hosting by Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
Figure 1. (A) Geological map showing disposition of Archaean and Proterozoic units of the Singhbhum crustal Province (after Saha, 1994; Sengupta et al., 2000; Mazumder et al.,
2012b). The arcuate shear zone occurring to the north of the Singhbhum granite and the IOG rocks is known as the Singhbhum Shear Zone (SSZ). (B) Simpliﬁed geological map
(modiﬁed after Mukhopadhyay, 2001) showing the disposition of the Older Metamorphic Group (OMG), the Older Metamorphic Tonalite Gneiss (OMTG), the Archaean granitoids
and the Iron Ore Group (IOG). Note that the IOG occurs to the east, west and south of the Archaean Singhbhum granitoid (after Mazumder et al., 2012b).
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Table 1
Geochronological data from the Singhbhum craton and summary of MesoarchaeanePalaeoproterozoiceMesoproterozoic geodynamic events (modiﬁed after Mazumder et al.,
2012a).
Event Age and data source Geochronological method
Thermal events (1500e900 Ma) 922.4  10.4 Ma; Reddy et al., 2009
1487  34 Ma; Sengupta et al., 2000
1547  20 Ma; Saha, 1994
U-Pb SHRIMP concordant age
Rb-Sr age
K-Ar age
Crystallization of Chandil rhyolite and w1600 Ma events 1628.5  4.3 Ma; Reddy et al., 2009
w1600 Ma; Nelson et al., 2007
1619  38 Ma; Roy et al., 2002a
w1580 Ma; Krishna Rao et al., 1979
1677  11 Ma; Sarkar et al., 1986
1638  38 Ma; Sengupta et al., 1994
U-Pb SHRIMP concordant age
U-Pb SHRIMP concordant age
Rb-Sr WR age
Pb-Pb age
Rb-Sr, Pb-Pb ages
Rb-Sr age
Thermal events (2100e2000 Ma) 2072  106 Ma; Roy et al., 2002b
w2008 Ma; Iyenger et al., 1981
w1960 Ma; Vohra et al., 1991
Sm-Nd age
Rb-Sr age
Rb-Sr age
Thermal events w 2800 Ma (emplacement of Temperkola Granite;
emplacement of main phase of Mayurbhanj Granite)
w2800 Ma; Bandyopadhyay et al., 2001
w2800 Ma; Acharyya et al., 2010a,b
207Pb/206Pb age
U-Pb zircon age
Metamorphic event 3241  7 Ma; Mishra et al., 1999 207Pb/206Pb age
Emplacement of Singhbhum granitoid phase III 3288  8 Ma; Reddy et al., 2009 U-Pb SHRIMP concordant age
Emplacement of Singhbhum granitoid phase II 3328  7 Ma; Mishra et al., 1999
3290  8.6 Ma; Tait et al., 2011
207Pb/206Pb age
U-Pb SHRIMP concordant age
Thermal Pb-loss event w3350 Ma; Basu et al., 1996 U-Pb age
Emplacement of OMTG IOG sedimentation 3437  9 Ma; Mishra et al., 1999
3448  19 Ma; Basu et al., 2008; Acharyya et al., 2010a,b
207Pb/206Pb age
U-Pb zircon age
OMG sedimentation w3500 Ma; Mishra et al., 1999 207Pb/206Pb age
Dacitic volcanism 3506.8  2.3 Ma; Mukhopadhyay et al., 2008
(oldest Indian greenstone succession)
U-Pb SHRIMP age
Crust formation including a signiﬁcant granitoid component w3600 Ma; Mishra et al., 1999 (detrital OMG zircons) 207Pb/206Pb age
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1996; Mazumder, 2005; Mahato et al., 2008; Maji et al., 2008;
Chatterjee et al., 2010; Rekha et al., 2011; Sanyal and Sengupta, 2012
and references therein), critical analysis of these supracrustals and
a synthesis thereof, remains difﬁcult (cf. Bose, 1994; Mazumder,
2003, 2005; Sengupta and Chattopadhyay, 2004). This paper
is a review of the sedimentological, magmatic and tectono-
thermal processes in the Singhbhum craton during the late
PalaeoproterozoiceMesoproterozoic transition.
2. Geological background
The Singhbhum craton exposes a vast tract of Precambrian rocks
occupying an area of approximately 50,000 km2 (Fig. 1B). Isotopic
data from rocks of the Singhbhum craton indicate an age range
from 3500 tow900Ma (Table 1; seeMazumder et al., 2012a). Three
distinct petrotectonic zones have been identiﬁed from south to
north. These are: (1) the southern “Archaean Nucleus” comprising
Meso- to Neoarchaean granitoid rocks, the Meso- to Neoarchaean
Iron Ore Group and other supracrustals (Fig. 1A, B, see
Mukhopadhyay, 2001 andMazumder et al., 2012a,b); (2) the almost
200 km long North Singhbhum Mobile Belt (NSMB; also known as
North Singhbhum Fold Belt) comprising the Dhanjori, Chaibasa,
Dhalbhum, Dalma and the Chandil Formations, (cf. Gupta and Basu,
1991, 2000; Mazumder, 2005), and (3) the extensive granite gneiss
and migmatite terrain in the north, known as the Chhotanagpur
Granite Gneissic complex (CGGC; Fig. 1A, B). Two shear zones
(Fig. 1A) pass through the Proterozoic succession. The southern
shear zone is known as the Singhbhum Shear Zone (SSZ).
Mazumder et al. (2012a) have discussed the present status and
geological signiﬁcance of the SSZ. To summarize, the SSZ is a fold-
thrust belt along which shearing took place around 1600 Ma (cf.
Sengupta and Chattopadhyay, 2004; Mazumder et al., 2012a). The
shearing event is much younger than the 2100e2200 Ma or still
older supracrustals (Dhanjori Formation) affected by shearing. The
other shear zone, developed along the northern margin of the
NSMB, is known as the South Purulia Shear Zone (SPSZ). The SPSZ
demarcates the boundary between the NSMB and CGGC.The Palaeoproterozoic sedimentation and volcanism took place in
the basins developed along the eastern, northern and western
fringes of the Archaean Singhbhum granitoid (Fig. 1B). Cooling
down of the vast volume of Archaean Singhbhum granitoid
possibly induced an isostatic readjustment. The associated tensional
regime and deep-seated fractures controlled the formation of the
Palaeoproterozoic Singhbhum basin (Roy et al., 2002b; Mazumder,
2005). The Proterozoic volcano-sedimentary succession comprising
successively younger Dhanjori, Chaibasa, Dhalbhum, Dalma and
Chandil formations records sedimentation and volcanism in
a rapidly changing tectonic scenario (Mazumder, 2005; Eriksson
et al., 1999, 2006; Mazumder et al., 2000, 2012a,b).
The precise age of initiation of Palaeoproterozoic sedimentation
and volcanism is hitherto unknown because of non-availability
of suitable datable rock immediately overlying the Archaean
basement granitoid. Some researchers speculate that part of the
Dhanjori Formation may be of Archaean age (Acharyya et al.,
2010b). Sedimentological and volcanological aspects of the Dhan-
jori Formation have been discussed by Mazumder and Sarkar
(2004); Mazumder (2005); Bhattacharya and Mahapatra (2008);
and Mazumder and Arima (2009) while the sedimentological
aspects of the two-tiered Singhbhum Group (Chaibasa and
Dhalbhum Formations) have been discussed by a number of
authors (Bhattacharya, 1991; Bose et al., 1997; Bhattacharya and
Bandyopadhyay, 1998; Mazumder, 2005). Mazumder et al.
(2012a,b) have presented a critical synthesis of the sedimentolog-
ical and magmatic aspects of the early Palaeoproterozoic supra-
crustals of the Singhbhum craton.
3. Geochronological constraints
A Rb-Sr age of 1487  34 Ma has been determined from the
felsic tuffs of the Chandil Formation (Sengupta et al., 2000). In spite
of the metamorphic overprints, it was argued to be the age of
eruption/consolidation of the felsic volcanics (Sengupta et al.,
2000; Sengupta and Mukhopadhaya, 2000). Acharyya (2003)
found that this age probably represents a metamorphic age. The
U-Pb SHRIMP analysis of zircons from the rhyolite sample collected
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tallization age of 1629 Ma (Reddy et al., 2009; see Table 1 and
Nelson et al., 2007). Reddy et al. (2009) have also calculated the
U-Pb SHRIMP zircon ages from the youngest tuffaceous rocks of
the Dhalbhum Formation close to the Dhalbhum-Dalma strati-
graphic boundary. The youngest grain analysed is 1740 Ma and this
places an upper age limit on the Dhalbhum Formation. These data
together constrain the intervening Dalma Formation to be
late Palaeoproterozoic in age (1740e1630 Ma; see Reddy et al.,
2009; Mazumder et al., 2012a). No age data are yet available from
the upper part of the Chandil Formation. However, the intrusive
nepheline syenite body occurring close to the SPSZ is 922 Ma
old (U-Pb SHRIMP zircon concordant age, see Reddy et al.,
2009). Thus, the Dalma-Chandil supracrustals represent the late
PalaeoproterozoiceMesoproterozoic record in the Singhbhum
craton. The upper age limit of the Chandil Formation is yet to be
determined.
4. Late Palaeoproterozoic to Mesoproterozoic supracrustals
of the Singhbhum craton
4.1. Dalma Formation
The Dalma Formation is characterized by a thick sequence of
maﬁc-ultramaﬁc volcanic rocks with lenses of maﬁc agglomerates
and volumetrically minor quartzites (Dunn and Dey, 1942; Yellur,
1977; Bhattacharya and Dasgupta, 1979; Gupta et al., 1980; Bose
and Chakraborti, 1981; Singh, 1998; Mazumder and Van Loon,
2012). The stratigraphic status of the Dalma volcanic and volcani-
clastic rocks has long been a matter of conjecture (Sarkar and Saha,
1962; Gupta et al., 1980, 1982; Singh, 1998). Interested readers may
consult Mazumder (2005) for a detailed discussion. Mazumder
(2005) recommended a two-fold litho-stratigraphic subdivision of
the entire Dhalbhum-Dalma volcano-sedimentary assemblagewith
a lower Dhalbhum and upper Dalma Formations, following the
suggestions of Gupta et al. (1980) (Fig. 1A). The Dalma lava thus
conformably overlies the Dhalbhum Formation (cf. Bhattacharya
and Bhattacharya, 1970; Gupta et al., 1980; Mazumder, 2005) and
represents concordant volcanic outpouring without any signiﬁcant
break in sedimentation (cf. Bhattacharya and Bhattacharya, 1970).
The Dalma basalts are massive, highly compact, vesicular (Fig. 2)
and metamorphosed to greenschist facies. Petrographically, these
metabasalts exhibit ﬁne- to medium-grained, subophitic to inter-
granular or intersertal textures and are composed of actinolite,Figure 2. Massive and vesicular Dalma basalt interbedded with maﬁc volcaniclastics;
note fracture networks.chlorite, epidote, clinozoisite, and plagioclase with subordinate
amounts of quartz and hornblende (Gupta et al., 1980; Chakraborti
and Bose, 1985; Mazumder and Van Loon, 2012). Geochemical
studies reveal that some of the Dalma volcanics have >18% MgO
(Gupta et al., 1980, 1982; Bose et al., 1989; Bose, 2000) and
researchers have considered these as komatiites as their TiO2
content are <1% (Bose, 2009 and references therein). However,
these MgO rich volcanic rocks do not show spinifex texture (Arndt
and Nesbitt, 1982; Arndt and Fowler, 2004; Arndt et al., 2008).
Pillow structures, indicating subaquous eruption, are locally
present within the basalts (Fig. 3) along their lower stratigraphic
levels. The pillowed basaltic layers are 5e7 m thick and have an
overall steep northerly dip. Cross-sections of individual pillows
suggest ﬂow top towards the north (Mazumder and Saha, 2009).
The pillowed basalt grades into more foliated basaltic agglomeratic
rocks. The coarser agglomeratic facies consist of brown weathered
volcanic bombs of grey-green granular basalt (up to 25 cm long) set
in a ﬁne matrix with scaly foliation (Fig. 4). At places, massive
granular basalt and basaltic agglomerate are inter-banded with
common fracture networks (hydrofractures, see Mazumder and
Saha, 2009; Fig. 2) through both units. Fractures are often ﬁlled
with hydrothermal veins containing quartz-tremolite-actinolite-
epidote. The angular to rounded clasts in the agglomerate consist
of either vesicular basalt or massive basalt in a ﬁne-grained basaltic
matrix.
The Dalma volcanics were studied by a number of researchers
and the inferred palaeogeography and tectonic setting ranges from
continental rift (Dunn and Dey, 1942; De, 1964) to Island arc (Naha
and Ghosh, 1960) and even back arc (Bose and Chakraborti, 1981;
Bose, 2000 and references therein). This discrepancy stems from
the geochemical bias of the previous research, which neglected the
importance of the associated volcanogenic low-grade meta-sedi-
ments to constrain the palaeogeography. Mazumder and Van Loon
(2012) have interpreted the precursors of the metamorphosed
Dalma basaltic agglomerates as pebbly mudstones (diamictite).
These diamictites are interpreted as mass-ﬂow deposits. The
textures and mineralogical composition of the diamictites suggest
a volcanic origin of the material, most probably from the interca-
lated Dalma lavas. On this basis, it is concluded that the diamictites
represent the deposits of one or more volcanic mudﬂows. They
must have formed of material that had already travelled over
a considerable distance in the form of grain-by-grain transport, as
indicated by the presence of both rounded and distinctly broken
angular clasts (Fig. 4; see Mazumder and Van Loon, 2012), and by
the relatively small size of the clasts (if compared with those in theFigure 3. Pillow structure within Dalma basalt; coin diameter 2 cm.
Figure 5. Carbonaceous phyllite at the base of the Chandil Formation, Chandil. The
bedding is deﬁned by alternate cm-thick layers of carbonaceous slate and siltstone,
occasionally with ripple lamination.
Figure 6. w1600 Ma rhyolitic lava ﬂow within the Chandil Formation, Chandil dam
section. The banding is deﬁned by subtle colour variations and also by differential
erosional characteristics indicating primary compositional variation between bands.
See text for details.
Figure 4. Foliated maﬁc volcaniclastic rocks, Dalma Formation; note presence of
angular clasts.
P. Chatterjee et al. / Geoscience Frontiers 4 (2013) 277e287 281Dalma effusive rocks). Both types of transport must have occurred
following pathways that were covered all over with volcanic
material of maﬁc composition. This transport must have taken
place under terrestrial conditions, as no marine or lacustrine
sediments are included. Bose (2009) claimed that partly subaquous
eruptive conditions during the Dalma volcanism might have
restricted the formation of spinifex texture, otherwise common in
komatiitic ﬂows. Since Dalma volcanism took place under terres-
trial conditions (largely subaerially, see Mazumder and Van Loon,
2012), and pillowed basalt, indicating subaquous eruption, consti-
tute a minor (basal) component of the entire Dalma volcanic
successions, Bose’s (2009) claim is unjustiﬁed and unambiguous
komatiitic lava, if there is any, is yet to be reported.
4.2. Chandil Formation
Themetamorphosed volcano-sedimentary succession occurring
between the Dalma Formation to the south and the CGGC to the
north is known as the Chandil Formation (Ray et al., 1996;
Mazumder, 2005). The succession is made up of metapelites,
intercalated with lenses of quartzites, metabasic and volcaniclastic
rocks (Bose, 1994, his Fig. 1, sub-basin II association; Ray et al., 1996;
Mazumder, 2005). The Chandil Formation includes quartzites, mica
schists, carbonaceous slate/phyllite, weakly metamorphosed felsic
volcanic and volcaniclastic rocks (including vitric and lithic tuffs),
and amphibolites (Bhattacharya, 1992; Bose, 1994; Ray et al., 1996;
Singh, 1997, 1998; Sengupta et al., 2000). The different litho-units
occur as eastewest trending bands with moderate northerly dips
without any structural and stratigraphic inversion (Mazumder,
2005).
The litho-units of the Chandil Formation are markedly different
from the underlying Dalma and Dhalbhum Formations. The
eastewest trending steeply dipping beds of the Chandil carbona-
ceous slate (Fig. 5) are cut by a slaty cleavage, which is gentler than
bedding. The bedding is deﬁned by alternate cm-thick layers of
carbonaceous slate and siltstone, occasionally with ripple lamina-
tion (Mazumder and Saha, 2009). The origin of carbon in the
carbonaceous slate/phyllite is hitherto unknown.
The carbonaceous metasedimentary rocks are intimately asso-
ciated with felsic tuff and rhyolitic horizons (Fig. 6). The rhyolitic
ﬂows show mm-scale ﬂow bands (Fig. 6) with common transverse
fractures. These ﬂow layers dip steeply (65e70) towards south and
the thickness is about 60 m. These rhyolites and associated felsic
tuffs are w1600 Ma old (Nelson et al., 2007; Reddy et al., 2009).Unlike other Palaeoproterozoic supracrustals of the Singhbhum
craton, the banded tuffaceous rocks (Fig. 7) constitute a signiﬁcant
portion of the Chandil Formation. The banding is deﬁned by subtle
colour variations and also by differential erosional characteristics
indicating primary compositional variation between bands (Ray
et al., 1996, their Fig. 2; Sengupta et al., 2000; Mazumder, 2005).
The tuffaceous rocks are porphyritic in nature with essentially
quartzo-feldspathic ﬁne-grained groundmass. The phenocrysts are
made up of equidimensional biotite and quartz and rarely euhedral
garnet (Ray et al., 1996, their Fig. 3; Singh, 1997; Sengupta et al.,
2000). Spherulites, accretionally lapilli and pele’s tears have been
identiﬁedwithin these rocks (Ray et al., 1996, their Figs. 3e5; Singh,
1997, 1998). At places, low angle stratiﬁcations are well preserved
within these tuffaceous rocks (Fig. 8). Ray et al. (1996) have pre-
sented a few chemical analyses of these rocks. According to these
authors, these are rhyolitic to dacitic in composition and have
major- and trace-element composition comparable with ash ﬂow
tuffs from other parts of the world (Ray et al., 1996). These tuffa-
ceous rocks represent a felsic magmatic event contemporaneous
with deposition of ﬁne-grained clastic sediments and their petro-
graphic, geochemical and isotopic characters indicate consolidation
immediately after eruption (Sengupta et al., 2000).
Figure 9. Photomicrograph of Chandil sandstone exposed at Chandil dam section.
Note rounded quartz grains and bimodal texture. See text for details.
Figure 7. Banded tuffaceous rocks showing folding, Chandil Formation, Ankro.
Hammer length 42 cm.
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lenticular, medium- to coarse-grained, poorly sorted and are
compositionally immature. Matrix content is variable, typically
around 10% but sometimes >15%. Planar or broadly undulating
master erosion surfaces (MES) occur at various stratigraphic levels,
and between any two MES, the sandstone segments ﬁne upwards
(see also Singh, 1998). The sandstones are generally trough cross-
stratiﬁed (Mazumder, 2005, his Fig. 7) and inter-banded with
tuffaceous rocks (described above). At places large channels are
well preserved (Mazumder, 2005, his Fig. 7). Palaeocurrent trend is
northward and unimodal (Mazumder, 2005). Some of the sand-
stones near the Chandil Dam contain rounded quartz grains and
show bimodal texture (Fig. 9). However sandstones occurring close
to the CGGC in and around Barabazar (23030N, 86210E) are ﬁne-
grained, relatively well sorted and bear characteristic double mud
drapes (cf. Visser, 1980; Eriksson and Simpson, 2000, 2004; Fig. 10).
The compositional and textural immaturity of the medium- to
coarse-grained sandstones constituting the lower part of the
Chandil succession (well exposed in and around the Chandil dam
section, 2258026.1200N, 861026.5900E) in combination with their
poor sediment sorting, lenticular geometry and unimodal (north-
erly) cross-strata orientation are indicative of their terrestrial
(ﬂuvial) origin (cf. Miall, 1996; Eriksson et al., 1998; Mazumder andFigure 8. Very low angle stratiﬁcation (translatent strata) within the Chandil tuffa-
ceous rocks, well exposed in the Malti clay mines; note penecontemporaneous thrusts
(scale length 5 cm).Sarkar, 2004). Some relatively ﬁner grained sandstones, having
sheet-like geometry and occurring on top of the coarse-grained
sandstone facies, are relatively better sorted, and the presence of
rounded quartz grains and bimodal texture indicate that they
were subsequently reworked by aeolian processes (Folk, 1968;
Chaudhuri, 1977; Chakraborty and Sensarma, 2008; Pye and Tsoar,
2009). The relatively ﬁner banded tuffaceous rocks associated with
the sandstones represent the inferred ﬂoodplain deposits. The very
low angle stratiﬁcations at places (Fig. 8, in the Malti clay mines
section, 230302300N, 860902300E) within the banded tuffaceous
deposits are likely translatent strata (Hunter, 1977; Lancaster, 1995
and references therein) and their presence corroborates aeolian
reworking of ﬂuvial sediments. On the basis of petrographic
studies, Singh (1997, 1998) suggested an aeolian origin of the
Chandil felsic tuffs. In contrast, the ﬁne-grained sandstones
occurring at top of the Chandil succession in and around Barabazar
(23030N, 86210E) close to the CGGC are of marine origin. The
presence of a double mud drape (Fig. 10) further indicates that
these sandstones formed in a subtidal setting (cf. Visser, 1980;
Eriksson and Simpson, 2000, 2004) or in intracratonic playa lakes
(Ainsworth et al., 2012). The ﬁner facies (mica schist) associated
with this sandstone is devoid of any primary structure. The meta-
morphic grade is relatively higher close to the CGGC (Bhattacharya,
1992). Partial melting associated with the emplacement of CGGC
(cf. Chatterjee et al., 2010; Van Loon and Mazumder, 2011; SanyalFigure 10. Alternate thick-thin laminae within the Chandil sandstone, Barabazar; note
each sandy lamina is bounded by mud drape; scale length 5 cm.
Figure 11. Photomicrograph of nepheline syenite of Sushina; note presence of sodic
pyroxene, sodic amphiboles and albite rich plagioclase feldspars, microcline and
excellent perthitic textures.
P. Chatterjee et al. / Geoscience Frontiers 4 (2013) 277e287 283and Sengupta, 2012) and intense shearing and along the SPSZ
(Dasgupta, 2004; Saha and Mazumder, 2012) might have obliter-
ated much of the primary structures present within these ﬁner
clastics. The northerly palaeocurrent obtained from cross-bedded
Chandil quartzites near Bandwan (lat. 215904800N, long.
782305500E; cf. Mazumder, 2005) indicate provenance to the south
and dominance of rock fragments further suggests that the Dalmas
acted as their provenance. However, the Chandil rhyolites
commonly contain multiple populations of zircon grains with
a range of Palaeoproterozoic to Neoarchaean ages (Reddy et al.,
2009).
4.3. Magmatic rocks
In addition to the Dalma maﬁc and Chandil felsic volcanic rocks,
there are amphibolites, gabbro-pyroxenites (Roy et al., 2002b; Bose,
2009), granites, minor alkaline rocks, carbonatites and alkali-
pyroxenites occurring to the north of the Dalma volcanic belt (sub-
basin II of Bose (1994)). Although preliminary mineralogical and
petrological aspects of the alkaline rocks and carbonatites have
been published recently (Chakrabarty and Sen, 2010; Chakrabarty
et al., 2011; Mitchell and Chakrabarty, 2012), detailed petrological
and geochemical works on these rocks are yet to be done. Herein
we brieﬂy summarize the mineralogical and petrological charac-
teristics of these magmatic rocks.
4.3.1. The gabbro-pyroxenite intrusions
The gabbro-pyroxenite bodies are intrusive into the Dalma
volcanic rocks (Roy et al., 2002b). The gabbroic variety exhibits
corroded plagioclase laths, coarse-grained augites with occasional
orthopyroxenes. The pyroxenes are commonly intact while the
plagioclase grains are often sericitized (Roy et al., 2002b). The
pyroxenites are almost entirely made up of augite. In a primitive
mantle-normalized plot, similar to the Dalma tholeiites, these rocks
show a general depletion in high ﬁeld strength elements and LREE
but more or less ﬂat pattern in the most compatible elements (Roy
et al., 2002b, their Fig. 6). Bose (2009) has questioned the temporal
relationship of these gabbro-pyroxenites intrusive with the Dalma
volcanic rocks. In contrast to the low-grade metamorphosed
(greenschist facies) lower Dalma volcanic, the gabbro-pyroxenites
are virtually unaltered (Roy et al., 2002b, p. 134e135).
4.3.2. Kuilapal granite
The ellipsoidal Kuilapal granite gneissic body (Rb-Sr whole rock
isochron age of 1638  38 Ma; Sengupta et al., 1994) occurs in the
eastern part of the belt (Fig. 2). Compositionally it ranges from
trondhjemite, through granodiorite to adamalite, to granite proper
(Dunn and Dey, 1942; Saha, 1994). Although originally described as
a gneissic body with evidence of injection of gneissic material
within the surrounding mica schist along the schistosity (Dunn and
Dey, 1942), subsequent study established that the gneissic rocks
were formed synchronously with the later phase of deformation of
the surrounding metapelites (Ghosh, 1963).
4.3.3. Alkaline rocks
Minor alkaline rock bodies occur in areas very close to the CGGC.
One such locality is Sushina Hill (863602900E, 225701700N), where
the alkaline rocks are best exposed. The Sushina hillock is
composed of syenites with some sodic amphibole rich schists.
Dunn and Dey (1942) described these rocks as “albitite”. Subse-
quent studies reveal that these are not albitite but alkaline rocks
with albite, acmite, nepheline/sodalite, and biotite (Bhattacharya
and Chaudhuri, 1986; Bhattacharya, 1993). Recently Mitchell and
Chakrabarty (2012) have reported Mn-rich eudialyte from the
syenites of Sushina hill.The syenites of the Sushina Hill are coarse-grained plutonic
rocks and are of three different varieties: (1) the most common
variety is characterised by the presence of sodic pyroxene (acmite),
sodic amphiboles, albite rich plagioclase and microcline, and
excellent perthitic textures (Fig. 11); (2) a mica-rich variety is
characterized by green, annite-rich biotite and sodic amphiboles,
and occurs mostly along the ﬂanks of the hillock; and (3) the
nepheline syenite variety, which occurs in the central part of the
Sushina hillock (see also Bhattacharya, 1993). The syenites have
abundant albite megacrysts or aggregates that in turn, give rise to
typical porphyritic texture. At places albite laths (maximum length
12 cm) are arranged in mutually parallel or sub-parallel fashion
giving rise to gneissic textures. The light brown colour in the
groundmass is mostly due to the presence of acmite and nepheline.
4.3.4. Carbonatite-alkali-pyroxenite and apatite-magnetite
association
Basu (1993, 2003) and Chakrabarty and Sen (2010) have re-
ported the occurrence of a minor carbonatite-alkali-pyroxenite and
apatite-magnetite rock association along the SPSZ. Basu (1993)
reported occurrence of carbonatite from Mednitanr and Kutni
areas based on drill-core samples. The carbonatite is exposed only
at Beldih (230302500N, 861706800E). The carbonatite is made up of
subhedral to euhedral calcite and apatite giving rise to the mosaic
texture (Chakrabarty and Sen, 2010, their Fig. 2 with accessory
biotite, amphibole, phlogopite and ilmenite. In signiﬁcant contrast
to their common association elsewhere with silica-undersaturated
rocks, the carbonatites of Beldih are not associated with ijolite,
nepheline syenite or related rocks. This observation goes against
the immiscible liquid separationmodel for the genesis of the Beldih
carbonatites (Chakrabarty and Sen, 2010). Preliminary studies of
Chakrabarty and Sen (2010) suggest derivation of Beldih carbo-
natites from primary carbonatitic magma of mantle descent.
Chakrabarty et al. (2009), based on their studies of alkali amphi-
boles from the Beldih carbonatites, suggest sudden change in
pressure during crystallization of amphiboles and a shallow depth
of intrusion of these rocks.
The alkali-pyroxenite is a dark coloured medium-grained rock
associated with the carbonatite. The subhedral clinopyroxene
grains give rise to a hypidiomorphic texture. Calcite veinlets are
very common. The sodium rich pyroxenite is composed of aegirine-
augite, albite, biotite, apatite and magnetite (Fig. 12). The petro-
graphic observation suggests reaction between pyroxenite and
Figure 12. Photomicrograph of sodium rich pyroxenite at Sushina, showing aegirine-
augite, albite, biotite, apatite and magnetite.
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apatite. This reaction could be a type of fenitization.
A number of apatite-magnetite lenses of variable dimensions
have been reported along the SPSZ. Such rocks are best exposed in
the Beldih apatite mines. These lenses are intruded mostly within
the upper part of the Chandil Formation, close to the CGGC. Clayey
alterations around the apatite-magnetite lenses are very common.
5. The Chhotanagpur Granite Gneissic Complex (CGGC) and
associated tectono-thermal events
The CGGC is an eastewest trending arcuate belt of granite
gneisses, migmatites and metasedimentary rocks that covers an
area approximately 100,000 km2 across the states of West Bengal,
Bihar, Jharkhand, and Chattisgarh (Sanyal and Sengupta, 2012 and
references therein). The southern margin of the CGGC is marked by
an eastewest to ENEeWSW trending brittle-ductile shear zone,
SPSZ. The late Palaeo-Mesoproterozoic Chandil Formation (Nelson
et al., 2007; Reddy et al., 2009; Mazumder et al., 2012a,b, their
Table 1) lies to the south of the SPSZ (Fig. 1A).
The metamorphic evolution of the CGGC in the light of recent
petrological and geochronological data has been critically reviewedFigure 13. Photomicrograph of sodium rich pyroxene of Sushina suggesting reaction
between pyroxenite and calcite with biotitization and formation of albite and
apatite. This reaction could be a type of fenitization. A-A: Aegirine-Augite, Ab: Albite,
Ap: Apatite, Bt: Biotite, Cc: Calcite, Mgt: Magnetite.by Sanyal and Sengupta (2012, their Table 6). The available
geochronological data are indicative of late Palaeoproterozoic
(w1870 Ma, Chatterjee et al., 2010, p. 111e112, their Fig. 10) to
Neoproterozoic (600e800 Ma, Chatterjee et al., 2010; Sanyal and
Sengupta, 2012, their Table 6) tectono-thermal events in the
CGGC. The late Palaeoproterozoic (w1870 Ma) event is associated
with UHT metamorphism (MI) in khondalite, quartzo-feldspathic
gneiss and Mg-Al granulite enclaves within migmatitic charnock-
ite gneiss (T ¼ 900e950 C at 5e8 kbar; Sanyal and Sengupta,
2012). This was followed by the 1500e1600 Ma tectono-thermal
event (Maji et al., 2008; Sanyal and Sengupta, 2012) during which
voluminous felsic magmas were intruded the MI granulites and
these rocks were metamorphosed to formmigmatitic gneisses. The
1600 Ma (U-Pb SHRIMP zircon concordant age) Chandil rhyolites
and associated felsic tuffs (Nelson et al., 2007; Reddy et al., 2009;
Table 1) corroborates this (cf. Mazumder et al., 2012a,b). This felsic
magmatic and attending migmatization event was followed by an
anorthositic and porphyritic granitoid intrusion and high-grade
metamorphism (70050 C, 6.5  1 kbar; MIII metamorphic phase,
see Sanyal and Sengupta, 2012) around 1.2e0.93 Ga (Chatterjee
et al., 2010). A concordant U-Pb SHRIMP age of zircon in Sushina
nepheline bearing syenite corroborates the w920 Ma magmatic
episode (Reddy et al., 2009). The ﬁnal (MIV) metamorphic episode
(600e750 C, 7  1 kbar) is accompanied by maﬁc (amphibolite)
dyke intrusion at during 870e780 Ma (Chatterjee et al., 2010;
Sanyal and Sengupta, 2012, their Table 1).
6. Discussion
The Palaeo-Mesoproterozoic transition (w1600 Ma) is associ-
ated with global thermal perturbation that affected the pre-
1600 Ma landmasses (Condie, 1997; Rogers and Santosh, 2002;
Zhao et al., 2002; Sanyal and Sengupta, 2012). Like other cratonic
blocks of the world, lithospheric thinning, sedimentation, mag-
matism, metamorphism and crustal melting/anatexis are associ-
ated with this signiﬁcant geological event in the Singhbhum
cratonic province as well (Roy et al., 2002a; Mazumder, 2005;
Chatterjee et al., 2010; Saha and Mazumder, 2012; Sanyal and
Sengupta, 2012 and references therein). The Palaeoproterozoic
Dhanjori sedimentation in the Singhbhum craton took place in an
intracontinental rift setting (Mazumder, 2005; Mazumder et al.,
2012a,b and references therein). In contrast to the marine Chai-
basa Formation, the overlying terrestrial (ﬂuvial-aeolian) Dhalb-
hum Formation contains volcanic and volcaniclastic rocks,
indicating volcanic inﬂuences on sedimentation (Sengupta and
Chattopadhyay, 2004; Mazumder et al., 2012a,b). The tectonic
regime of the Dalma volcanism has been interpreted on the basis of
inadequate geochemical data (Chakraborti and Bose, 1985; Bose
et al., 1989; Bose, 2009). Sedimentological and stratigraphic anal-
yses of the Dhalbhum-Dalma succession suggest that the Dalma
volcanism is a consequence of mantle plume upwelling in a conti-
nental rift setting (Mazumder, 2005). Recent sedimentological
analysis of the Dalma volcaniclastic rocks reveals that these are
subaerial deposits (Mazumder and Van Loon, 2012). However, the
lack of information regarding the stratigraphic position of the
Dalma volcanic rocks is themajor impediment to infer the temporal
and/or spatial change in geochemistry of the volcanics. Detailed
geochemical (trace and HFSE elements) characterization of the
Dalma volcanics is an essential prerequisite to understand the
extant mantle and crust-mantle interaction. The w1622 Ma
Chandil felsic volcanism took place in terrestrial (ﬂuvial-aeolian)
setting (discussed earlier). The Rb-Sr age of the Kuilapal granite is
w1630 Ma (Sengupta et al., 1994). The crystallization age of the
Kuilapal granite is yet to be determined. The genetic linkage
between the Dalma and Chandil volcanism, if there was any, is yet
P. Chatterjee et al. / Geoscience Frontiers 4 (2013) 277e287 285to be traced. The origin of carbon in the carbonaceous phyllite
associated with the Chandil rhyolite and felsic tuff is hitherto
unknown.
The earliest Palaeoproterozoic supercontinent Columbia (Nuna)
was formed through amalgamation of older continental blocks
during the period 1900e1800 Ma (Zhao et al., 2003a,b; Zhao et al.,
2004; Reddy and Evans, 2009; Rogers and Santosh, 2009; Meert,
2012). After its ﬁnal amalgamation at around 1800 Ma, Columbia
underwent subduction related growth between 1800 and 1300 Ma
(Zhao et al., 2004). The w1600 Ma felsic magmatism is well
documented in the Singhbhum (Sengupta et al., 1994; Nelson et al.,
2007; Reddy et al., 2009; Table 1). Voluminous felsic magmas
intruded thew1870 Ma old MI granulite enclaves within the CGGC
and were subsequently metamorphosed to form migmatitic felsic
gneisses (MII) around 1660e1550 Ma (Sanyal and Sengupta, 2012).
Thermal events around 1400e1500 Ma have been recorded by
earlier researchers from the litho-units of the Dalma and Chandil
Formations (see Table 1). The 1800e1700Ma felsic magmatism and
high-grade metamorphism is reported from the Aravalli-Delhi Fold
Belt (ADFB), Central Indian Tectonic Zone (CITZ), and the Eastern
Ghats Belt and it has been postulated that the Archaean crustal
blocks of the north Indian Shield were joined together by the
Palaeoproterozoic orogens of the ADFB, CITZ, CGGC and NSMB
(Sanyal and Sengupta, 2012, p. 140e141).
The status and geological signiﬁcance of the northerly convex
SPSZ is still a matter of speculation (cf. Dasgupta, 2004; Saha and
Mazumder, 2012). A concordant U-Pb SHRIMP date of zircon from
the nepheline syenite from the SPSZ ﬁxes the crystallization of the
alkaline magmatism at w922 Ma (Reddy et al., 2009). The ages of
carbonatite, alkali granite and alkaline ultramaﬁc magmatism are
hitherto unknown. According to Sengupta and Chattopadhyay
(2004), the southerly vergence of the structures in the NSMB indi-
cates that evidence of ancient collisional features, if there are any,
should be searched for in terrain further north of the NSMB. The
nature of displacement along the SPSZ and the relative chronology
of the tectonic movements have not been properly integrated into
the existing tectonic models based on our understanding of the
modern plate tectonic settings (Saha and Mazumder, 2012). A
detailed multidisciplinary geo-scientiﬁc research programme in the
Dalma volcanic belt and to its north (Chandil Formation) and further
north in the CGGC with its granulite facies enclaves is therefore
essential to constrain the surface processes and crust-mantle
interactions during the PalaeoproterozoiceMesoproterozoic tran-
sition. This will enable us to constrain the collisional event(s)
between the North and South Indian cratonic blocks and to antici-
pate the position of India in the Columbia Supercontinent.
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